International Conference, Bonn (6 th -9 th December 2012)
-)
In this conference we tried to understand the "Mamluk Empire", not as a confined space but as a region where several nodes of different networks existed side-by-side and at the same time.
In our opinion, these networks constituted to a great extent the core of the so-called Mamluk society forming the basis of social order.
In this event which took place in Bonn from the 6th to the 9th of December 2012 participated 35 Mamlukists from all over the world.
The Annemarie Schimmel Kolleg proudly welcomed two special guests: from Kuwait Prof. Dr. Hayat Nasser AL-HAJJI and from Qatar Prof. Dr. Moin SADEQ.
Space, Historical Geography and Cartography in Mamluk Studies
International Workshop, Bonn (4 th -5 th February 2013), organized by Dr. Kurt Franz (Halle/Saale)
-)
For the exploration of Islamic political, economic and intellectual history in terms of space, the "spatial turn" has finally entered the field of Middle Eastern History. However, relevant projects are so far little interconnected and their common concerns have hardly become visible as a specific field of research.
For this, the international workshop offered an exchange on ongoing space-related projects, discussed common themes, concepts and methodology, identified potential interfaces and promoted future cooperation, and jointly exercised and valuated several techniques that can be used for historical mapping.
Besides the fellows of the Annemarie Schimmel Kolleg, ten international researchers participated in this workshop.
They presented information on historical subjects (on the Mamluk domain and the wider Islamic middle period), approaches to the sources, research concepts, epistemic issues of spatial research and demonstrated research practice tools, techniques of analysis, visualization and the use of interfaces. 
FRENKEL, Yehoshua: Volksroman under the Mamluks: The Case of the Tamīm al-Dārī Popular Sira
The present paper evolved from a historical-legal research project. While searching for information about properties in Hebron (al-Ḫalīl), which the offspring of the ṣaḥābī Tamīm alDārī claimed, I stumbled upon a popular story. In this story Tamīm is portrayed as a hero who has been kidnapped by ǧinns and endured ordeals and adventures on remote islands. The aim of this paper is to shed light on the text and its reception by the Mamluk society. Inter alia, I will describe the audiences, and will try to elucidate the supposed connections between Tamīm the historical character and Tamīm the literary hero.Since there is slight positive evidence to indicate that this text is "Mamluk," one may ask why my talk is about a "sīra šaʿbiyya" in the Mamluk environment? What makes it "Mamluk"? What is Mamluk in the story? My answer is based primarily upon circumstantial evidence, and I will return to it at the closing section of this paper.
FRENKEL, Yehoshua: Mapping the Mamluk Sultanate
The present brief contribution aims to shed light on a particular source, namely on official reports about natural disasters. These documents, known as maḥḍar (pl. maḥāḍir), were recorded by an inspector or an inspection team, following a severe event. They are a potential source for the study of Mamluk historical geography and have not been adequately studied until now.
http://www.mamluk.unibonn.de/publications/working-paper The Islamic writings of excellences (faḍāʾil) serve to describe the worldly order in the state of perfection. No matter which objects they depict, their common denominator is a complete lack of any deficiencies. No negative semantic is to be found bewailing anything imperfect or corrupted and demanding a remedy: the state of perfection is a necessary attribute of the worldly order.
ELBENDARY, Amina: Between Riots and Negotiations: Urban Protest in Medieval Egypt and Syria
Most political histories of the Mamluk regime which ruled Egypt and Syria focus on the roles of the Sultans and Mamluk officers. When the non-elite are mentioned in the discussion of Mamluk politics, they remain a footnote to the larger drama, implying that the options available to them were restricted to violence or impotence. This article takes issue with this generalization and argues there was a role for the non-elite. One aspect of popular political participation, especially in urban centres, that is more evident in the sources is protest. The reports that survive suggest a more nuanced balance of power that involves a spectrum of urban protest from riots to negotiations. Despite the absence of formal institutions managing this participation, the non-elite of Cairo, Damiette, Damascus and Aleppo "interfered" in the political process to safeguard what they believed to be their interest or customary rights and to right what they perceived as wrongs committed against them, acting as checks of sorts on the political process. The surviving reports of protest in Egyptian and Syrian cities indicate that negotiation was an integral part of daily politics http://www.mamluk.unibonn.de/publications/ulrichhaarmann-memorial-series
